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“Tae CHance or Lire,” in Women; with remarks on the periods 
usually called ** Critical.” 


By Josern Parrisu, M. D. 
NUMBER V1. 


How long is the Puberiec Period? Emansio Mensiam, its Hygienle and Moral 
Treatment. False views of medication. Trae Therapeutics. 


Before answering the question at the close of our last essay, we wish 
to present a few suggestions on the puberic age. The civil law fixes 
the age of puberty in females at twelve years; and while it may be well 
to erect a legal standard, it will not be safe to adopt the same rule in 
viewing the subject in the light of science. The menses may appear at 
twelve years, and often do, and if the report of carefully prepared statis- 
tics, was to make it the average period, still it is important to appreci- 
ate the fact, that when the womb menstruates for the first time, though 
it may be capable of conception, its powers in this regard, ought not to 
be employed. The change coincident with this period, already descri- 
bed, though sudden in its appearance, is not a change of a day, but of 
years. The mind and the body, take a long time to complete their de- 
velopment, and if we should be allowed to limit the puberic age, we 
should establish its boundaries, between the time when the menstrual 
effort first commences, and the individual assumes the full size of wo- 
manhood, and the judgment and will, with all the faculties of the mind, 
are being fairly manifested ;—in other words, till she is marriageable ; 
for a woman is not marriageable, simply because her womb exhibits in 
her monthly appearance, the procreative power. She is a moral and social 
being, = is not capable of assuming such a sacred relation till her 
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moral and social properties, and habits, are in good culture, and well 
grown. When she menstruates, she exhibits merely the evidence of 
her generative force ; but she must afford testimony of that force being 
in its full, and regular development. The uterine structures must 
perform their first duties well, before they can be entrusted with the 
more important office of conceiving, and bearing a living being. 
Years must be spent in this discipline, while the mental and moral 
powers are being cultivated, to adorn domestic life; that as the 
physical, forms and matures, the intellectual, may be prepared to 
educate and magnify the immortal part. She may be physically , 
a woman, at thirteen or fourteen, but she is not socially a woman, and 
hence is not marriageable, till, in, manner and mind she becomes what 
none but a woman can be. The puberic age then, according to this 
estimate, covers several years of life;— the most interesting period of 
existence ; and it is when irregularity is manifested, that the health suf- 
fers. Now for the question—How shall the organism be regulated ? 

In our last essay, that species of irregularity that is marked by a 
non-appearance of the menstrual flow, was referred to. The os- 
seous, nervous, and other deposits, were supposed to be furnished 
at the expense of the blood, and particularly of that portion of 
it, required by the generative function. At the puberic age, 
when the uterus is suddenly aroused to action, the whole nervous 
system becomes excitable, and its powers are loaned in aid of the 
efforts at menstruation. This condition is known by the term, Emansio 
Mensium,—signifying that the menses are “stayed.” Such accident 
may be the result of congenital deformity or monstrosity ; some part of 
the genitalia may be wanting, or not sufficiently developed. These 
cases we do not propose now to consider: but only such as occur, with 
a full developement of the generative organs. In such, there is defee- 
tive growth, not of the organic structure, but defective power in the 
nervous system, or impure blood finding its way through enfeebled ves- 
sels. Contemplate a young lady in this condition. The ovaries, and 
uterus, and all the suite of genitalia are there; the ovaric arteries, with 
those that supply the sciatic, and hypogastric regions, and the nerves of 
the same names and places, are all active, and tense, with the ex- 
citement incident to the period: but the flow does not come. The nerves 
and vessels stimulated unduly, feel the re-action consequent upon un- 
successful, though protracted labor; and the system elsewhere, responds 
with painful monitiorls to the generative effort. The defect is in the 
want of supply, and may be said to be dependent in most cases, upon 
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improper mental and physical training. When no congenital deformity 
exists, the rich air of the atmosphere, given to oxygenate the blood, has per- 
haps been excluded from the lungs—the physical exercise that is needed to 
make the muscles grow—the cheerful and wholesome delights of true 
domestic life, have been neglected, and the nervous system strained by 
artificial enjoyments, which, while they have consumed a taste for the 
real, and good, have substituted a morbid fancy for things false, and un- 
satisfying, and the whole economy has become the victim of indulgence, 
while the parent who should have been the regulator, is the sad mourn- 
er over the broken vessel, that it was her delight to adorn with the 
trappings and imagery, of a defective social system. 

The family physician is consulted, and he finds perhaps a sallow 
complexion, irregular dejections from the bowels, loss of appetite, gene- 
ral lassitude, &c., with pains in the back, and a variety of symptoms, 
indicative of general disorder. If he be an unwise physician, he will 
probably at first, attribute this state of things to the non-appearance of the 
menses, and medicate with some of the variety of remedies known as 
emmenagogues. It is natural for him, however, to think that he must first 
prepare the alimentary organs for their proper action, and he judges that 
the biliary secretion must be altered by calomel ; the renal product, increas- 
ed by diuretics ; the action of the bowels stimulated by gentle eathart s ; 
and the tone of the stomach improved by tonics, while the dry and 
rough surface must be made moist and smooth, by an occasional sweat- 
ing. The result of all this will be the taxation of the Doctor's power 
and skill, in the cure of symptoms, aggravated and complicated by his 
own prescriptions, and of the patient’s vital forces in the resistance of 
oppressive treatment on the one hand, and a debilitated organism, on the 
other. If the physician be a wise one, he will judge that the non-ap- 
pearance of the menses, instead of being the cause, is the consequence 
of the constitutional debility. Instead of the alterative treatment, to 
prepare the system, and then the emmenagogue treatment to produce 
the menses, he will adopt a different plan. His meditations and conclu- 
sions will be somewhat as follow. My patient is pale and thin; her 
pulse is feeble, and easily excited ; her skin is dry and chlorotic ; her ap- 
petite various, and her bowels irregular. Her morale is defective; the 
temper is irritable; the natural energy of her early youth, has given 
place to habits of indulgence and ease; not of body only, but the men- 
tal and moral faculties have been allowed to run in an unhealthy chan- 
nel. Why all this? She is pale, because her blood is pale; and the 
red corpuscles are deficient, because the pure air has not been breathed 
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into her lungs, for she has thought herself too delicate to go out and in- 
hale it. Her blood is thin, because her food has been defective ; she has 
been too dainty to eat blood material. Her pulse is feeble, because her 
heart is; and her heart is so, because the blood is not strong enough to 
make it strong. It is easily excited, because her circulation is weak ; 
for if you tax a feeble organ, or a community of organs beyond their 
strength, excitability is their answer of resistance. Her skin is dry, 
and lurid—her bowels, and appetite varied, for the same reason. Her 
temper is irritable, because she has given up to be delicate, and tender, 
and useless ; and her brain partakes of the same morbific influence. She 
does not menstruate, because she neither has the material to supply, nor 
the power to produce, and yet all the productive machinery exists. 

I will institute a thorough reformation in her mode of life, and let 
the Materia Medica alone, at least for the present. These shall be my 
therapeutics. Air, exercise, bathing, early rising, and early lying down, 
plain nutritious food, cheerful, and wholesome employment. Because 
she is pale and thin, I will give her fresh air, sunshine and blood-ma- 
king food ; for these contain the elements of health and vigor. Because 
she is irritable and self-indulgent, I will send her forth to the study of 
nature, upon her fields, in her gardens, and under the shade of her for- 
ests ; for I know that kind nature spreads out her beauties to attract 
and delight the eye; she invites to exercise, to develope the muscles; 
and she opens a store-house of wonders, to employ and energize the 
mind. Then for the defective morale of my patient, I will make her a 
messenger of Christian charities te the poor, and as she distributes them, 
her own heart will enlarge, and almost unconsciously to herself she will 
lose her taste for the follies and forgeries of life, as it is lived in the 
circles of fashion and ease, and find herself a woman, disciplined, and 
matured, in body and mind, for the beginning of life’s battle. 

How much better this, than calomel to eure the liver, and aloes to 
purge the bowels, and tansey to force the womb! In the one case, you 
develope the being, and perfect all the secretions by obedience to a natu- 
ral law with which science agrees ; in the other, you produce effects, over 
which both nature and science, weep tears of shame, and bitter reproach. 

Though it may take months, and even years to accomplish this work, 
it is, nevertheless, to be done before the patient can be what she ought 
to be. The time that it takes, is the period of puberie age. Infancy has 
its term of years, and its crises. Childhood has its limits, and its pecu- 
liar diseases, and necessities. Puberty, has likewise, its probationary, 
or its forming stage, and out of this, it grows progressively, till the dawn 
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of womanhood breaks upon its decline, and lights the way to sterner life. 
Hence we esteem it a false doctrine that limits the puberic age, to a pos- 
itive period. It would be safer, as already intimated, to fix its term 
within certain boundaries—as between the beginning of menstruation, 
and an age at which the individual may be considered marriageable. 

According to this theory, then, several years are embraced within the 
term of purberty, and it may have assigned to it its proper divisions and 
variations. Mothers are frequently alarmed at the appearance of 
the flux at twelve years; and are disposed to attribute it to an 
unhealthy precocity in their children. So it may be; but oftener it is 
not. Here is the rule by which to determine. If the general system 
consents, if the constitution of the infant woman is unimpaired by the 
appearance, it is not precocity. Ifthe muscles have been so trained, 
and the blood so supplied, and the lungs so active, as to induce a rapid 
growth in the general system, and the uterine organs catch the stimuli, 
which are spreading out the body, and invigorating the entire creature, 
then they are not precocious in offering the mensual supply, because they 
are only responding to the native functional power which has roused up 
the whole being to sudden growth, and completeness. If on the other 
hand, with the monthly show at so early an age, there should be a de- 
cline of general health ; if the muscles should shrink, the blood be slow- 
ly made, and the lungs fail to purify it, then the appearance would con- 
stitute an alarming precocity. In such cases, because the womb may 
waste much of the common supply, it should be kept in perfect repose 
by position, and by efforts to repress excited local action, while the flag- 
ging and indolent members of the body, should be aroused to increased 
functional activity, that a harmony and unity of purpose may be en- 
forced and sustained. . 

So there may be on the other hand tardy menstruation. The 
menses may not appear at their wonted time, and the general 
developement, progress without the marks of disorder. In such cases, 
there seems no need for interference, while the general health continues 
unimpaired. The flow is retained, perhaps on account of a little tar- 
diness in the growth of the uterine organs, or of inactivity of function. 
In either case, the indications for treatment, would be manifested by 
some general disorder, or local disturbance. Without these there is 
but little if any danger. 

Let us sum up then our ideas upon this subject, as follows. The 
term of puberty may be characterized by precocious menstruation, or an 
early appearance without precocity ; by tardy menstruation without un- 
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natural symptoms, or by failure of the menses, with the symptoms of 
emansio mensium. In all, the uterine organs are subsidiary to the rest. 
Their apparent diseases do not exist, unless there is deficiency in other 
parts, and they are relieved, as the general system approaches a healthy 
standard. 
PHILADELPHIA, August, 1854. 
TO BE CONTINUED, 
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Effects of Lightning. By O. H. Taytor, M. D. 


On the 28th of June, in the present year, there occurred a sudden 
thunder storm in the evening, which occasioned an unusual number of 
accidents in Philadelphia, Camden, and their neighborhood, and many 
individuals suffered severely from the effects of discharges of the elec- 
trie fluid striking private residences; though I am not aware of any 
positively fatal results. 

So few details of the consequences of severe strokes of electricity upon 
the human constitution haye been recorded by medical writers, that 
every fact in relation to this subject possesses a considerable degree of 
interest, and it seems not altogether useless to offer in the New JERSEY 
MepicaL Reporrer, some notice of several cases-which occurred in my 
practice, on the occasion above referred to, in or near the last named 
city. 

In one instance, the lightning struck a two story frame building a 
little beyond Kaighn’s Point, and three of the occupants were rendered 
insensible by the shock. I have been fayored by W. G. Thomas, M. D., 
who reached the patients a short time previous to my arrival, with some ~ 
notes relative to the history of the accident at the time. 

On the supposition that this stroke was a descending one, the fluid 
would appear to have stricken the top of the chimney, in the first 
instance, and to have divided into three streams or currents in its des- 
cent ; another passing along the roof; and thence down the northwest 
corner of the building,—and the third, which affected the three injured 
persons, taking its course down the northeast corner. 

Mr. Cox, who, on this hypothesis became the first sufferer, was upon 
the second floor of the edifice at the moment, and the other two were 
standing immediately under him, upon the first floor. 

Dr. Thomas, who preceded me in my visit, arrived on the ground 
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thirty minutes after the accident, and found the youngest of the group 
a lad about seventeen years of age, had so far recovered from his previ- 
ous insensibility, that he required but little attention. His countenance 
and appearance were then natural, but he complained of slight nausea, 
and was even affected with occasional vomitings, which were relieved by 
ordinary means; on the succeeding morning he was as well as usual, 
except that the conjunctiva was much injected ; but cold and soothing 
applications removed the turgescence in a few days. 

The second case on the first floor, James Bond, was still insensible at 
the time of Dr. T’s arrival, and at the time of my reaching the patient, 
the pulse was scareely perceptible, his face was pale, but the head was 
hot, and there was much groaning, uneasiness, and jactitation. The by- 
standers were drenching him with cold water and rubbing him with wet 
cloths. After being conveyed to bed, Dr. T, employed stimulants, 
frictions, mustard plasters, &e. The fluid appears to have expended 
its foree upon the shoulders and arms. He was engaged at the moment 
of the shock, in putting up a door, and held a screw-driver in his hand. 
On his return to consciousness, his chief complaint was of his shoulders, 
which pained him so intensely that he repeatedly tossed himself off the 
bed, in his yain endeavors to obtain an easy posture. 

Upon reaction being established, he suffered from nausea, with occa- 
sional vomiting, which continued at intervals for several days. 

This case was characterized by extreme tenderness in the epigastri- 
um, which extended, with diminished intensity over the whole abdomen, 
and the patient was affected by an obstinate constipation, which could 
not be relieved by internal remedies; and yielded only to repeated in- 
jections. He was unable to leave his bed until the expiration of two 
weeks. 

Mr. Cox, the patient prostrated on the floor, had so far recovered 
when Dr. T. arrived as to be able to sit up, but reaction was very im- 
perfectly established even on my reaching the house, a few minutes 
later. He required to be roused by internal and external stimuli, and 
the advent of reaction was marked by so great a degree of determina- 
tion of blood to the head, that it became necessary to apply ice to that 
part and to resort to venesection. 

This patient also, suffered with severe nausea and vomiting for seve- 
ral days, and had great tenderness over the whole abdomen, with diar- 
thea coupled with bloody discharges and some tenesmus. He was con- 
fined to his bed ten days. 

The lightning seemed to have stricken him upon the top of the 
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head, and to have passed down the posterior part of the neck ; thence 
down his gold guard chain, (which was of unusual thickness) upon 
each side of the chest, melting two of the links, blackening the chain, 
and leaving a distinct black mark upon the shirt-bosom which could not 
be removed by washing. 

A silver pencil which he carried in his vest pocket, was penetrated at 
one spot, by a hole of the size of an ordinary pin, and was melted 
in two different places. The hair was scorched, and the back of the 
neek burnt and blistered by the current of the fluid. Below the guard 
chain, the first visible marks of the current were found upon the left 
side of the boot, where it made a perforation about equal in diameter to 
a smal] quill, the boot being bursted open on both sides. Immediately 
within this perforation there commenced a narrow line of ecchymosis, 
leading downwards to the junction of the first and second toes, and di- 
rectly beneath this point there was a perforation through the sole of the 
boot, through which the fluid apparently found its way towards the soil. 

To these I will add yet another case, coming solely under my own 
observation, on the same evening. Mrs. Hamill, a well known and re- 
spectable lady, mother of the ex-Mayor of that name, was struck at her 
residence near Kaighn’s Point, about three fourths of a mile due north 
from the building, in which the three former patients suffered, and 
almost at the same moment of time; for the storm, though the dis- 
charges of electric fluid were terrifically rapid, passed over the city in a 
few minutes. The particular flash which prostrated Mrs. H. must have 
been of very great power, for it dashed the plaster violently, and in 
masses from the walls, forced the washboards from their places, tore up 
the second floor, threw a heavy bureau bodily from its position against 
the wall, to the middle of the room, committed extensive havoc with 
the furniture of the two principal apartments, and left the main build- 
ing almost a wreck. 

At the moment of the blow Mrs. H. was seated and occupied near a 
window looking south, and fortunately in a corner of the upper apart- 
ment, remote from that in which the lightning exerted the greatest 
violence, so that little damage was done immediately about her, yet even 
here, a most formidable current appears to have passed along a heavily 
loaded double barrelled gun, which was resting immediately behind the 
chair in which she sat. It did not discharge the piece, but having 
reached the extremity of the barrels, it perforated, a neat round hole, 
one inch in diameter, through the partition against which the gun-bar- 
rels rested, into the next apartment, where it tore up a portion of the 
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floor, and descending to the parlour beneath, shattered two mirrors, de- 
stroying much of the furniture, and injuring more or less, every article 
in the room. 

After the flash, the uninjured members of the family found Mrs. H. 
insensible and prostrate on the floor. They had recourse to the now 
popular remedy in cases of lightning strokes, the dashing of cold water 
over the person, but the insensibility continued for nearly an hour. On 
my arrival, I found her partially recovered but complaining of severe 
pain, extending from the right hip to the corresponding ankle. The 
course of the fluid, while in contact with her person, was clearly tracea- 
ble on examination, by means of a distinct red line, extending down the 
outside of the limb to near the outer malleolus, and thence around the 
limb to the internal ankle on the same side. 

The subsequent history of this case bore a general resemblance to a 
partial paralysis of the right lower extremity. Considerable lameness 
continued for several days, and was attended with pain. No derange- 
ment of the visceral functions displayed themselves, and the patient 
was soon restored to her original state of health, by frictions and stimu- 
lating applications to the limb. 


TarYLor—Lffects of Lightning. 389 





ReMarKs.—It is well known that lightning does not always descend 
from a cloud positively charged, but frequently ascends from the earth 
in a positive state, to a cloud in a negative condition. In the former 
case, we should suppose that the fluid would find its way more readily, 
and with fewer ramifications of current to the great reservoir; while in 
the latter, it would extract the natural electricity from all neighboring 
substances, and swelling like a mighty river, from a multitude of fiery 
tributaries, the main trunk of the current would rush upward to the 
clouds from the most elevated conductor in its course. 

The shocks which gave origin to the cases above described, were no 
doubt of this upward character, as it must have required a multitude of 


“minor streams to have produced the wide-spread and apparently irregu- 


lar mischief visible at either point, and especially at the residence of 
Mrs. H. 

Be this as it may, there is every reason to believe that neither of the 
patients received anything like the entire force of either discharge, 
which would have been vastly more than sufficient to extinguish the 
last traces of life. Two of them, at least, whose bodies exhibited occu- 
lar proof of an actual contact with the fluid while in full career, must 
have ry injured considerably by merely collateral branches of the 
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great current, and it is not by any means certain that the remaining 
two were absolutely stricken at all. 

When very heavy discharges of electricity take place upon imperfect 
conductors, re-action of the fluid upon the natural electricity of surround- 
ing bodies, takes place to an extent proportional with their conducting 
power. This re-action might doubtlessly explain much of the scatter- 
ing of furniture taking place at the residence of Mrs. H., and it is also 
the immediate cause of the serious effects of lightning upon internal 
and distant nerves, producing insensibility, or arresting the functions of 
the deep seated abdominal nerves though the lightning, when striking 
a living body almost invariably marks its true course by a red line upon 
the surface only. 

This jarring of electricity at a distance from a discharge, is called s 
side shock, and in the ease of the young man, James Bond, it was suf- 
ficiently severe not only to render him insensible for a time, but even to 
affect some of the functions of organic life for many hours; still, how- 
ever, this case followed the general rule, that the effects of side-shocks 
are much less severe and transient, than those which follow more di- 
rect assaults. They may nevertheless be fatal in extreme cases, and if 
we regard the injury of James Bond as of this nature, they come near 
being so in his case, which was rendered the most threatening of all, in 
consequence of the obstinate constipation, which was indicative of great 
loss of power in the abdominal nerves. No doubt the intensity of the 
shock was rendered in this instance, unusually severe, by the fact of 
his holding in his hand a metalic instrument at the time of its recep- 
tion, for the danger of resting nearly in contact with metals during 
thunder showers, is not exclusively dependent upon direct discharges, 
striking those metals, but extends to all eases in which heavy strokes 
occur in the immediate vicinity. 

The escape of Mr. Cox is little more than miraculous. He was evi- 
dently stricken by one of the three principal currents of the diseharge. 
His guard chain, if it did not invite the blow must have saved his life, 
and few men have survived to tell us of the sensations following so di- 
rect a visitation of the bolt, the pagan world, both ancient and modern, 
have regarded “as hallowing where it falls.” Mrs. Hamill’s case was 
wonderful, though not less astonishing. The entire flash was here of 
much greater energy, and the current in her immediate vicinity, capa- 
ble of exploding a hole in a partition to the extent of an inch in diame- 
ter, must have been of sufficient power to rive the stoutest oak. But it 
is probable that many smaller streams concentrated from various points 
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upon the gun-barrels, and that one of these only touched her person, as 
only one limb was actually traversed, the central insensibility was no 
doubt, the result of side-shock, and the freedom from injury to the ab- 
dominal nerves was a consequence of the fact, that they could only be 
reached from such a situation by a round-about reflection from the cere- 
bro-spinal cavities. 

As to the true nature of the effects of lightning on the nerves, we 
know that electricity is a direct nervous stimulant, heightening all func- 
tional actions by the exercise of this peculiar property, when applied in 
a gentle manner, and all analogy teaches us that the hyperaction of 
such an agent must be to produce nervous functional weakness, increas- 
ing in proportion to the excess of violence, in the exhibition of the stim- 
ulent, until, in extreme cases, partial or complete palsy result, and 
functions are destroyed by the very agency on which it may be, that 
their existence depends. 

If then, the morbid effects of lightning consists in 4 more or less gen- 
eral, or a more or less complete, and a more or less permanent paralysis, 
the prognosis of such accidents will be determined by the importance of 
the nerves affected, and the treatment will be regulated with propriety, 
according to the laws which govern us in cases of loss of power from 
other excesses of nervous stimulation. Whence came the practice of 
cold effusions in lightning strokes, I am not informed, but its effects 
appear to have been advantageous in these cases, as they have often 
proved in ordinary palsies; and when there occurs an almost total over- 
throw of the nervous power of the entire system, it is to the skin and 
the rectum that we habitually look for the last traces by means of which 
to re-awaken the dormant energies. 


CampEn, August 15, 1854. 


A Case of Delirium Tremens, Characterized by Periodical Exacer- 
bations. By D. W. Mavuz,M.D. 


That most diseases are liable both to exacerbations and periods of 
comparative ease and freedom from pain, is well known to medical men. 
But we have never known of an instance of mania a potu manifesting 
a periodical recurrence of an exacerbation every other day, thus making 
it tertian in its character, until recently, when such a case came under 
our notice, occurring in the person of an elderly man who was an ha- 
bitual drinker, and had, especially for two or three weeks preceding his 
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confinement to bed, indulged more than usually in alcoholic drinks— 
rum particularly—and to such an extent that his stomach refused longer 
to retain them. The brain, then, from being deprived of its accustom- 
ed stimulus, became inordinately active, for Dr. Coates maintained that 
this disease is the result, not of the application, but of the sudden inter- 
mission of the use of these stimulants. 

When called to this case, I found him laboring under what at first 
sight I should have been tempted to denominate a severe ague: but 
these impressions were removed when I obtained information concern- 
ing the case. This was about two o'clock, P.M. He was trembling 
violently from head to foot, his brain not able to restrain the involunta- 
ry muscular movements. The surface of his skin covered with a warm 
perspiration ; did not complain of any sensation of cold or chilliness, 
but spoke as being quite warm; had had a few hours previously rather 
copious alvine dejections. This tremor, aided by the administration of 
opium and brandy as stimuli, ceased after the expiration of about two 
hours. 

No remarkable symptoms during the progress of the disease until two 
days subsequently, when again at two o’clock, in the afternoon, the 
tremor came on as before, and continued about the same length of time. 
Its periodicity thus established, I was induced to resort to quinine and 
capsicum—the latter with the view of imparting tone to his stomach. 
But in consequence probably, of his having failed to take the medicine 
regularly, two days after, but at a somewhat later hour, there was a re- 
turn of tremulousness, succeeded by a sonorous respiration, and a deep 
stupor, from which the patient was aroused by a blister to the epigas- 
trium. I had previously alternated large doses of opium with the quinine. 

A warm sweat pervaded his body during the course of the disease. 
Had several attacks prior to this one; tongue looked clean; not much 
pain in the side and shoulders; pulse very irregular ; had drank to such 
excess that sufficient stimulus could not be got down to sustain him; 
and in addition, he had refused to take any thing latterly, in conse- 
quence of which, the case terminated fatally, thus affording another il- 
lustration of the truth of that maxim— 

“ Those wounds heal ill that men do give themselves.” 

Grorcetown, Dew., Aug. 1854. 


- 
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Cases of Irritation of the Bladder arising from various causes in which 
the HYDRANGEA ARBORESCENS was employed as a remedy. 


By Wasuinoton L. Atuzsz, M. D. 
Dr. Burter— 

My Dear Sm:—At your request I have hastily drawn up a few 
notes of my experience in the use of Hydrangea Arborescens, “a new 
remedy in Lithiasis,’”’ introduced by you to the notice of the profession, 
in October, 1850. In order to make my eommunication as accurate as 
possible, I have delayed writing to you until I could learn from several 
distant patients, the precise effects of this agent upon them, I have 
not yet received answers from all, but as you are urging me for the in- 
formation, I will give it to you, imperfect as it is. 

You will observe that I have not confined its employment to cases of 
Lithiasis—but have extended its use to several cases simulating Li- 
thiasis, whose symptoms, however, arose from widely different causes. 
My experience, so far, is too limited, and my observation of its effects too 
indefinite, to be of much value in deciding upon the therapeutical cha- 
racter of the Hydrangea Arborescens, but my testimony, such as it is, 
both for and against it, is at your service. I have given it in many other 
cases than those related, but as I cannot recall the particulars of those 
cases, I will not attempt to record them. In ordinary strangury, where 
the disease is not traceable to affections of other organs, it has afforded 
me satisfactory results. I sometimes unite it with other medicines. A 
rather favorite prescription is as follows :— 

RB. Potass. Bitart. Cryst. Zij. 
Morph. Acetat. gr. i. 
Syrup. Hydrang. Arbor. f Ziv. 
Mix and direct a teaspoonful three times a day. 

In drawing up this paper, I have endeavored to increase its interest 
by extending the details of cases beyond the mere statement of the 
effects of the Hydrangea Arborescens. Such a statement would have 
been exceedingly meagre, and could not have exhibited the properties of 
this agent so well, as to expose all the circumstances which were capa- 
ble of influencing its action. With this view, and also with the inten- 
tion of furnising your readers with valuable clinical facts, I have ven- 
tured to trespass upon your pages to a much greater extent than I had 
at first contemplated. 

Yours very respectful 
i antcinst Wasainoton L. ATLER, 
PHILADELPHIA, August 21, 1854. 418 Arch street. 
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Case 1.—Mr. G. K., aged about 70 years; much calculus discharged 

Srom the bladder after using the Hydrangea Arborescens. 

In the spring of 1851, soon after my attention was called to the Hy- 
drangea Arborescens as a remedy in Lithiasis, I recommended the use 
of it to an old gentleman who was suffering from an attack of “gravel.” 
He had previously, in the year 1846, thrown off through the urethra a 
renal calculus of considerable size. He procured the medicine in the 
form of a syrup, as prepared by Dillwyn Parrish, corner of 8th and Arch 
streets, Philadelphia, and did not use it many days before he ejected 
from the bladder a calculus so large, that it became impacted in the 
urethra, and had to be removed by mechanical means. In a recent let- 
ter to me, while speaking of the medicine, he writes: “I think it has 
been beneficial to my complaint, through the great blessing of God I 
have not had much of it within the last year.” 


Case 11.— Mr. J. W. xt. about 67 ; vesical calculus, encysted ; Lithot- 
omy, lateral operation, stone not removed ; afterwards High Opera- 
tion, stone removed ; Hydrangea Arborescens prescribed for subsequent 
symptoms with temporary benefit. 

May 22d, 1848, I was called to see Mr. J. W., who was suffering 
from retention of urine, and with it the greatest agony. I introduced 
the silver catheter, and relieved him of a large quantity of offensive 
phosphatic urine, loaded with mucus. While the catheter was in the 
bladder I used it as a sound, but failed in discovering the presence of a 
stone. The history he gave of his case for several years before, dis- 
closed symptoms strongly characteristic of stone in the bladder. He had 
previously been sounded, but no calculus could be detected. 

Next day, before the bladder was evacuated by the catheter, I made 
a very careful examination with a long-curved sound. After a lengthy 
exploration, I at last succeeded in rubbing the point of the sound against 
a gritty body which seemed to be fixed in the upper part of the bladder, 
inclining to the right side. It was impossible, however, to clink the 
instrument against it. I repeated this examination daily, sometimes 
failing, at others succeeding in detecting the stone, but at no time could 
I get any stronger evidence of its presence. The patient had lost all 
power of urinating, and the bladder had to be relieved by the catheter 
at the proper intervals. 

June 1st. I attempted the removal of the stone in the presence of 
Drs. E. A. Atlee, Darrach, Grant, Bowman, and McConoughy. I made 
the lateral section, used the straight staff, and entered the bladder witha 
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probe-pointed scalpel. The perineum was very deep. On introducing 
my index finger through the wound into the bladder in order to feel the 
stone, I could not find it. It was beyond reach. I now passed the other 
index finger into the rectum, but it was still beyond reach. Next I in- 
troduced the forceps and passed it over the whole interior of the bladder 
without being able to grasp it,—yet, at times, I could feel the instru- 
ment rubbing against the stone at a point about three inches above the 
extremity of the finger in the bladder. After endeavoring, in various 
ways, for about an hour to dislodge the stone without success, I gave up 
all further attempts at that time. The patient was insensible during the 
operation, having been kept under the influence of the anzsthetic mix- 
ture of two parts of sulphuric ether and one of chloroform, liquid mea- 
sure, which I introduced to the notice of the profession. He recovered 
very well, but, of course, after the wound healed, he was, in no wise, re- 
lieved of his severe suffering. 

Oct. 8th, 1848. I again sounded the patient, and came in contact with 
the stone as before, and in the same location. The stone being encysted, 
and having been so far beyond the reach of the finger in the perineal 
section, I now proposed the High or Hypogastric operation, to which the 
patient readily assented. 

Nov. 11th.—Present, Drs. Grant, Darrach, Gilbert, Jackson, and 
Bowman. The bladder being fully distended, and the long-curved sound 
having been introduced, I made an incision about three inches long 
through the linea alba above the pubis, deepening the incision as I ap- 
proached the symphysis. Having penetrated the adipose and muscular 
walls of the abdomen with the knife, I now made my way with the point 
of my finger through the looser tissues behind the symphysis. This was 
accomplished without wounding the peritoneum, whieh could be seen as 
it was reflected from the walls of the abdomen to the fundus of the blad- 
der. Elevating this reflected portion of the membrane on the point of 
the finger, I exposed the anterior wall of the bladder below it, thus en- 
tirely avoiding the cavity of the abdomen. The exposed portion of the 
bladder was next raised on the point of the sound and perforated with 
the sharp-pointed bistoury, and the wound enlarged a few lines. On 
withdrawing the knife, I immediately introduced the index finger, to sur- 
vey the interior of the bladder, and very soon detected the location of 
the stone. It was, however, deeply imbedded in a cyst, from which it 
was impossible to dislodge it with the finger. To effect its dislocation, 
I introduced into the bladder a probe-pointed bistoury, and, guided by 
the point of the finger, I carefully passed it under the edge of the cyst, 
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and enlarged the opening sufficiently to liberate the stone. Now seizing 
it with the forceps, I succeeded in removing a calculus over four inches 
in circumference. 

Much the largest portion of this stone was as rough as a rasp, and this 
corresponded with the extent of the cyst, while the small portion, which 
had been exposed, was quite smooth. The chloroform mixture was used. 
The patient had a rapid recovery. 

After this operation the patient returned to his trade, that of shoe- 
making, and I did not hear of him again until September, 1851. Up to 
this time he did pretty well, excepting that the power of his bladder 
never returned. Ever since my first visit he had been under the neces- 
sity of using the catheter. He called upon me now in consequence of 
a return of his old symptoms. ‘He was suffering greatly from a constant 
accumulation of offensive, phosphatic, and muco-purulent urine. I 
sounded him again repeatedly, but could detect no calculus. Hoping 
that the Hydrangea Arborescens might benefit him, I recommended its 
use tohim. He tried it, and at first thought it advantageous in increas- 
ing the sabulous, and diminishing the muco-purulent deposits in the 
urine, but in a short time it seemed to lose its effects. He now entered 
the Pennsylvania Hospital, and lingered out a miserable existence, until 
death ended his sufferings in March, 1853. 


Case r1.—Mrs. C. B., xt. about 50; entire absence of uterus ; symp- 
toms of stone simulated by a polypus of the urethra ; Hydrangea Ar- 
borescens prescribed without benefit; removal of the polypus. 

This patient consulted me in November, 1850, for a most distressing 
and painful condition of the bladder. As she had been, for a long time, 
treated without success by several excellent members of the profession, I 
immediately subjected her to a thorough examination. The sound, intro- 
duced into the bladder, gave her intense agony, but did not come in contact 
with any foreign body. By the touch, and speculum, per vaginam, I 
discovered a very singular state of things. No appearance of uterus, not 
even rudimentary, could be detected. The vagina was short, and, like 
the cecum, terminated in a cul de sae, at the upper extremity of which 
could be seen, through the speculum, a very small orifice-like indenta- 
tion, which barely admitted a small sound. Per rectum no uterus could 
be discovered. The patient had been married for many years, but of 
course had had no children. 

My treatment was directed specially to the bladder, and was followed 
by some relief, which, however, was only transient. Her intervals of 
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ease were longer, but the paroxysms of suffering were at times very 
great. Nothing could be discovered by repeated soundings. In the 
month of September, 1851, I began to prescribe the Hydrangea Arbores- 
cens, gave it a faithful trial, but it proved entirely useless. I now in- 
structed her in the use of the catheter, and ordered her to inject the 
bladder with a solution of the nitrate of silver. This afforded her more 
relief than any other mode of treatment, but still she was a great suf- 
ferer. She noticed, however, while using the catheter, that its intro- 
duction was frequently impeded about an inch within the urethra. Be- 
sides, for years while urinating, the flow of urine would be suddenly 
stopped before the bladder was emptied. This, together with the fail- 
ure in detecting stone, induced me to make another, and different ex- 
amination in February, 1853. I placed the patient on her back across 
the bed with her hips over the edge, so as to expose the urethra to a 
strong light from a window. I now stretched open the urethra with @ 
small bi-valve ear speculum, and requested the patient to strain as if 
making water. By this mancuvre a small polypus was brought into 
view, which seemed to have its pedicle attached about midway 
up the urethra. Next day, I seized the polypus with a small tumor for- 
ceps and drew it down, while at the same time I passed up a narrow 
probe-pointed bistoury and severed the pedicle. Afterwards I cauterized’ 
the urethra with the solid nitrate of silver. She was greatly relieved, 
and, although she is yet not entirely free from renal and urethral irrita- 
tions, she enjoys comparative comfort, and has required no treatment 
since the removal of the polypus. 


Case tv.—Mr. F. A. xt. about 45; Vesical calculus; Lithotomy ; Bi- 
lateral operation ; Hydrangea Arborescens used as a prophylactic ; 
Recto-vesical Fistula, cured by actual cautery. 

Mr. F. A. called at my office on the 25th of April, 1851, complaining 
of symptoms of stone. I immediately placed him on the edge of a chair, 
introduced a sound, and struck the stone, so as to clink it audibly. His 
disease had forced him to abandon his trade, that of shoemaking, and 
to throw himself as a beneficiary upon societies to which he belonged. 

On the 16th of May following, in the presence of Drs. Grant, Dar- 
rach, Wiltbank, Gilbert, and Gobrecht, I made the bi-lateral section of 
the perineum, and, guided by the straight staff, entered the bladder with 
the probe-pointed scalpel, and without any difficulty removed a large cal- 
culus, while the patient was under the influence of the chloroform mix- 
ture. He made a rapid and good recovery, after which I placed him 
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under the use of the Hydrangea Arborescens, merely as a prophylactic 
and a tonic diuretic. 

On the 15th of June, after exposure, he was seized with Hernia Hu- 
moralis, which readily yielded to treatment. After a visit to the coun- 
try for a few weeks, I was summoned, on his return, to see him, and 
upon examination I discovered an abscess forming near the sphincter 
ani, which soon terminated in a Fistula. On the 5th of August I ope- 
erated upon him for fistula, from which he rapidly recovered. Some 
days after this, however, he observed that the anus became moistened 
by urine. On passing the catheter into the bladder, and my finger into 
the rectum, I found a small opening immediately above the internal 
sphincter, which allowed the finger and instrument to come into contact. 
I determined to try to close it by means of theactual cautery. For this 
purpose I had constructed, out of hard wood, a speculum, closed at the 
upper end and having an oval opening on the side. When this was in- 
troduced into the rectum in the proper position, I could survey the recto- 
vesical orifice through the opening in the speculum. The patient was 
now instructed in the use of the catheter, and ordered to use it exclu- 
sively as a substitute for the natural mode of emptying the bladder. By 
separating the applications of the actual cautery from time to time, and 
persisting in the use of the catheter, the recto-vesical fistula was finally 
closed. The patient has since enjoyed as good health as he ever did, 
has full power over his bladder, is free from all fistulous openings, and 
again supports his family by his own labour. 


Case v.—Mrs. I., xt, 70 years; Procidentia Uteri ; vesical calculus, 
removed entirely by the forceps; Hydrangea Arborescens as a prophy- 
lactic. 

May 1, 1851. Mrs. I called upon me with a letter from my brother, 
Dr. J. L. Atlee of Lancaster, desiring me to procure an apparatus suita- 
ble for the relief of Procidentia uteri, under which she was laboring. 
She was suffering greatly, much more than was usual in cases of the 
kind, and as the train of severe symptoms was thought to be dependent 
upon the dragging weight of the uterus, the reposition of this organ 
seemed to be the only indication of treatment. Consequently, every ef- 
fort was made to retain the uterus in its pesition, and a great variety of 
mechanical contrivances were tried without success. Knowing that we 
had greater facilities for treating such deformities in Philadelphia, my 
brother sent her here. I had constructed for her a pessary of gold, sup- 
ported by a rod or stem of silver, and this latter was attached to an ex- 
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ternal frame-work of silver wire; the whole being sustained by a suspen- 
sory bandage round the hips. This met every indication and maintain- 
ed the uterus in position admirably. Although this enabled her better 
to make use of locomotion, I was greatly surprised to find that it afford- 
ed no relief to her intense suffering. As the great distress was in the 
bladder, I began to suspect the existence of stone, and sounded her on 
the 31st of May. A calculus was soon detected. Itdid not appear to 
be large. With the view of crushing it, 1 immediately commenced di- 





lating the urethra. In the mean time, I had also, constructed a small ~ 


fenestral forceps, of peculiar form and joint, which I could introduce 
through the urethra into the bladder, and, without stretching the ure- 
thra with the handles, open the blades wide enough to grasp the stone. 
Every thing having been prepared, I decided to operate on the 7th of 
June. Before introducing Heurteloup’s instrument, I essayed with my 
small forceps. I passed it easily into the bladder, and almost immedi- 
ately grasped the stone. The distance between the separated handles 
of the instrument led me to believe that I could extract the calculus 


with safety, by means of the forceps. Maintaining the grasp, I now 


placed the patient under the influence of the anaesthetic mixture, and 
then, by gentle, steady, and persistent-traction, I finally succeeded in 
bringing the stone through the urethra. It was round, shaped like a 
marble, exceedingly rough, dotted all over with angular points, and 
measured two inches in circumference. I immediately placed her on 
Hydrangea Arborescens as a phophylactic, and she has enjoyed the most 
perfect ease and health ever since. 


Case vi.—Mr. D. D., wt. about 30 years ; scikeal clbiihis; Lillie 
Bilateral gyrations two stones removed ; Hydrangea Arborescens, 
used with success, to correct a morbid condition of the urine. 

June 14, 1851. D. D. a poor Irish farm-laborer was sent to me by 
Drs. Blackfan and Walker of Delaware Co. He was laboring under 
the most aggravated symptoms of stone, and had a constant dribbling of 
urine. He had the longest prepuce I had ever seen. It was fully as 
long as the penis itself, tumefied, inflamed, and very sore. I attempted 
to pass a sound into the bladder, but could not succeed in striking the 
orifice of the urethra, in consequence of the glans penis being beyond 
sight, and buried at such a depth below the elongated prepuce. Its tender 
and inflamed condition prevented, also, its retraction, so that it was im- 
possible to expose the urethra in the ordinary way. To accomplish this 
I took my bi-valve speculum ani, and, anointing it well, succeeded in 
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gradually introducing it down to the glans—then by expanding the 
blades in a good light, I was enabled to see the orifice of the urethra at 
the extremity of the speculum. I had no difficulty now in introducing 
the sound, and immediately on its entering the bladder I felt it rub 
against a stone. 

On the 20th of June, in the presence of several physicians and stu- 
dents, I made the bi-lateral incision in the perineum, and, using the 
same staff and scalpel, as in my previous operations, I removed two stones 
of a very peculiar shape. One was adherent to the neck of the bladder, 
the other adherent to its wall. In form they resembled caleareous in- 
crustations, such as occur in caves. They were unevenly flat, about one 
quarter of an inch thick through their smallest diameter, and very 
rough. They evidently had been incrustations on the wall of the blad- 
der. 

The patient did well after the operation. The urine, which escaped 
from the wound, continued to be very offensive; the inflammation and 
swelling of the prepuce rapidly diminished ; and all things seemed to be 
going on fayourably until July 3d, when no urine escaping by the 
wound, nor through the urethra, he suffered greatly from retention un- 
til he was relieved by the catheter. After this he passed urine nata- 
rally, but the urine was offensive, and loaded with muco-purulent and 
sabulous matter. Under the use of the Hydrangea Arboreseens, how- 
ever, this all disappeared, and he has had no trouble since, having re- 
turned to out-door work in the country. 


Case vit.— Mrs. W. S., at. about 50 years; symptoms of stone simula- 
ted by a vascular tumor of the urethra ; Hydrangea Arborescens used 
without bencsit. 

This patient consulted me, July 28th, 1851, with symptoms of stone. 
No calculus, however, could be detected by the most careful sounding. 
Knowing that such symptoms are sometimes associated with inflamma- 
tions of the os and cervix uteri, I made a speculum examination of the 
uterus and vagina, but found these parts in a healthy condition. I pre- 
seribed different medicines for her relief, among others the Hydrangea 
Arborescens, but all without good effect. I also instructed her in the 
use of a large flexible metalic bougie, and ordered her to introduce it 
three times a day, permitting it to remain in contact with the parts ten 
or fifteen minutes ata time. Although I have found this procedure 
highly useful in irritable urethra of the male, it only increased her suf- 
fering. In August, 1852, I advised her to allow no urine to touch the 
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urethra, but to draw off all by means of the catheter. This she faith- 
fully carried out, although the catheter gave her intense pain. While 
using the catheter one day, seated over a mirror, she noticed a peculiar 
red tumor at the mouth of the urethra, to which she afterwards called 
my attention. I placed her in the same position, and with a looking 
glass beneath her, which also reflected the sun’s light against the parts, 
{ made a very satisfactory examination. While in this position, I caus- 
ed her to strain, as if making urine, and the effort expelled a small tu- 
mor, of a florid red color, highly vascular, and extremely sensitive to the 
touch. I immediately recognized the disease known as the vascular tu- 
mor of the urethra, As i had successfully treated eases before by exci- 
sion, and the subsequent applications of the vegetable caustic, I propo- 
sed to treat her case in the same way. She shrunk from the idea of 
submitting to any operation, and as I could not suggest any other mode 
of relief, she still remains a sufferer. 


Case yiu.— Mrs. C. wt. about 48 years ; symptoms of stone simulated by 
Granular Inflammation of the os and cervix uteri; Hydrangea Ar- 
borescens used without benefit. 

March 22, 1852. I was consulted by Mrs. O, for symptoms of stone, 
under which she had suffered fora long time. I sounded her without 
detecting any thing in the bladder, but the introduction and presence of 
the instrument were excessively painful. I placed her under treatment, 
using, with other remedies, the Hydrangea Arborescens, but without 
the least relief. No benefit having been derived from treatment, I exam- 
ined her more thoroughly on the 29th of April. The sound was stil] as 
painful as before, and detected nothing in the bladder. But upon ma- 
king a speculum examination of the uterus, I discovered a high state of 
granular inflammation of the os and cervix uteri. The inflammation 
extended into the interior of the uterus, as indicated by the transparent 
tenaceous jelly-like discharge, which filled up the os tince. After this 
discovery, believing that the urinary distress arose entirely from the 
uterine disease, I suspended all former treatment, and immediately ap- 
plied the solid nitrate of silver to the whole of the diseased surface. Af- 
ter several applications of the nitrate of silver, she experienced great 
relief. The speculum treatment was continued until the 25th of Au- 
gust when she was discharged, cured, not only of the uterine inflamma- 
tions, but also of every vestige of the symptoms of stone, which, in this 
ease, proved to be wholly sympathetic. She has remained perfectly 


well ever since. 
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I may here state that my experience teaches me that cases, such as 
this, are by no means uncommon. 


Case 1x.—Mr. D. xt. 71 years; vesical Calculus; Lithotomy, lateral 
operation, stone removed; other calculi formed, and removed by Lith- 
otrity; Hydrangea Arborescens prescribed for subsequent symptoms, 
and with benefit. 

This patient came under my care, March 30, 1852. For 20 years he 
had been afflicted with symptoms of stone, had been repeatedly sounded, 
but nothing detected. He was now suffering under the greatest agony, 
and the bladder would not tolerate the introduction of the sound. I ad. 
ministered anodynes and demulcents, and on the first of April, after 
placing him under the influence of the chloroform mixture, I sounded 
the bladder, and without difficulty clinked the stone. 

April 11, 1852. In the presence of Drs. Dorr, Drysdale, Stewart, Gil- 
bert, Gobrecht, and Whiteside, and my pupils, Messrs. Atlee and Hen- 
derson, I operated by the lateral incision, using the probe-pointed scal- 
pel and curved staff. A pretty large stone was removed while the pa- 
tient was in a state of anesthesia. He recovered rapidly from the ope- 
ration, and enjoyed a perfect respite from suffering until May 24, when 
after exposure, he was seized with Hernia Humoralis. This proved 
troublesome, and it was followed by mucous and phosphatic discharges 
from the bladder. I now prescribed the Hydrangea Arborescens, with 
decided relief—but this was only for a short time. The symptoms be- 
came more and more characteristic of stone, so much so, that on the 25th 
of October, 1852, I sounded him again, and the sound seemed to 
play among several small calculi’ On the 27th I introduced the 
Lithotripteur of Heurteloup, and crushed one of the stones. On the 
30th, I broke up more. The operations were repeated, Nov. 4th and 
13th, until every calculus in the bladder was destroyed. The particles 
collected'filled a half ounce phial. The Hydrangea Arborescens was 
again administered, and its use continued until February 1853, with the 
effect of improving the character of the urine. The old gentleman’s 
health greatly improyed, and he increased in weight, became active and 
quite comfortable. 

I should obserye that after the last operations of Lithotrity I had 
made for him a large silver catheter, with large eyes in it, which he 
used every 2 or 3 days to draw off his urine, and whatever of detritus 
might have accumulated in his bladder. This was done with the view 
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of getting rid of any particles that might serve as nuclei for the forma- 
tion of other calculi. 

In February 1853, he began the use of Lee’s Lithotriptic, which he 
thought did him good. He soon after left for his home, in New York- 
I have heard from him during this week. He now enjoys better health 
than he has done for over 20 years. 


Case x.— Mrs. A. C. xt. about 35 years; Renal Calculi ; Granular In- 
flammation of the Os and cervix Uteri; Hydrangea Arborescens used 
without benefit; subsequent discovery of Tumor of the uterus. 

May 30th, 1852. I was consulted by Mrs. C, for symptoms of stone. 
None could be detected in the bladder by the sound, the presence of 
which was almost intolerable to her. She had previously suffered seve- 
ral times from the passage of renal calculi through the ureter, and about 
8 years before, while pregnant, she had discharged two large renal cal- 
culi through the urethra. I extended the examination to the uterus, 
and by means of the speculum discovered the existence of granular in- 
flammation of the os and cervix uteri. Knowing that this disease itself, 
even when not complicated with other maladies, often causes similar 


symptoms, I treated her for it with the hope that she might be relieved 


of much of her distress. Under the use of the solid nitrate of silver 
she entirely recovered of the uterine disease by the latter part of Au- 
gust, and although benefitted in some respects by the treatment, the 
most painful and troublesome symptoms remained. The cause of the 
failure, I think, may be explained by an attack of sickness some time 
before she came under my care. She was then treated by a very intel- 
ligent and judicious practitioner, Dr. Charles Garrison, of Swedesboro’, 
New Jersey. He writes, under date of July 21st, 1554, as follows :— 
“ About 2 or 3 years ago she had another attack of the same disease, as 
I then thought and still think. There was the same acute lancinating pain 
in the loins, accompanied by nausea and fainting fits, alternated with rigors 
and vomiting. The pain was paroxysmal, and, at times, so overwhelm- 
ing as to perfectly paralyze her. The pain and soreness were exactly in 
the course of the ureters, shooting particularly into the groin and blad- 
der, producing a prickling sensation, with numbness of the sides of the 
thigh of the affected side. In the other instances, the disease, after 
lasting from a few hours to a week, was relieved by discharging the 
stone. Now, no such blessed relief came, and she has continued till 
now a great sufferer, especially when she takes imprudent exercise by 
carriage or otherwise, which she is constantly prone to do. I am firm~ 
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ly convineed that there is a stone im the ureter, (or kidney, or both,) 
that is impacted there, and that the water finds a passage by the side of 
the concretion into the bladder.” In this view of her case, I am hap- 
py to say that I perfectly agree with Dr. Garrison. 

After treating her for the uterine inflammation, I directed my atten- 
tion more particularly to the calculus affection. I prescribed the Hy- 
drangea Arborescens, alone and combined, and also a variety of other 
remedies, but none of them with advantage. I have éxamined Mrs. C. 
and prescribed for her, several times since, without discovering any thing 
new, or rendering her any relief. The last time, however, I saw her, 
June 28th, 1854, a new aspect of the case presented itself. In making 
an examination per vaginam et rectum, I discovered on the posterior 
partof the body of the uterus an uneven tumor, tolerably hard, and 
very tender to the touch. Pressure upon it caused pain up the left side. 
It appeared to be about the size of an egg. The whole uterus was quite 
moveable. The uterine sound would not enter. The bladder was too 
sensitive to tolerate the presence of the sound. Menstruation had beem 
suspended for three months. 








PROCEEDINGS OF NEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


Burlington Cownty.—The quarterly meeting of the District Medical 

ety for the County of Burli was held at Mount Holly, on the 

11th of July, the President, Dr. Page, in the Chair. Dr. W. L. Martin 

was appointed Secretary pro tem. The minutes of the last meeting 
were not present. Miscellaneous business came first in order. 

Dr. Stratton spoke of two cases of croup which came under his observa- 
tion afew weeks since. The first case proved fatal under the ordinary course 
of treatment. In the second case, the ordinary course was pursued un- 
til a period was arrived at when the case seemed hopeless. Calomel in 
very large doses (38s) was then ordered, and a solution of nitrate of sil- 
ver was applied by means of a sponge to the throat. The child recoy- 
ered. In the treatment of this case 249 grains of calomel were given in 
about 36 hours. 

Dr. Woolston mentioned a case of asthma, in which he used stryeh- 
nia successfully. Dr. Read had seen an vation of the symptoms 
from the use of strychnia. Dr. Stratton seen decided benefit re- 
sult from the use of nitric acid. Dr. Waller had used balsam of Capai- 
ba with success. 

The election of members being in order, the following persons having 
been proposed at a former meeting, were duly elected—Drs. J. Howard 
Pugh, 7 E. Waller, E. B, Woolston, and L. Bailey. 
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The following were proposed for membership—Drs. Price, of Tuck- 
erton; J. Stroud, of Moorestown; A. Treganowan, of Beverly, and 
Bean. 

The discussion on Puerperal fever which was laid over at the last 
meeting, was resumed. The discussion was animated, and was partici- 

in by Drs. Stratton, Read, Coleman, Goodell, Woolston and Page. 
veral interesting cases were related, which a few years since 
in Mount Holly and vicinity. The speakers ed to be united in the 
opinion, that the disease is capable of being propagated by contact. 
Blood-letting was considered the main remedy to be relied upon, but 
must be resorted to carly to have a good effect. Opium, calomel, and 
purgatives were spoken of as of secondary consequence. 
embers present—Drs. Page, (Pres’t) Stratton, Read, Goodell, Cole- 
man, Reid, ¢ C. Thornton, Jr.,8. Woolston, Waller and Martin. Indi- 
viduals not members, Dr. Treganowan. 

Adjourned to meet at the house of 8. B. Campion, Mount Holly, on 
the second Tuesday of October next. 

W. L. MARTIN, See pro tem. 





Camden County.— The District Medical Society of Camden Coun- 
ty” met at English’s Hotel, in Camden city, at 12 o'clock, M., on Tues- 
day, the 4th of July. Members present, Drs. Isaac 8S. Mulford, O. H. Tay- 
ram M. Cooper, J. V. Schenck, D. Stout, A. D. Woodraff, and T. FP. 

Jullen. 

The President, Dr. C. D. Hendry, being absent, Dr. Isaac 8. Mulford 
was appointed President pro tem. ‘Beveral medical gentlemen, not mem- 
bers, were invited to seats, and to participate in the proceedings of the 
meeting. ; 

The Standing Committe on Diseases Incident to the County, made 
through its chairman, Dr. O. H. Taylor, an elaborate and interesting 
report, which led to an animated discussion, and elicited much valuable 
ee to the faculty. The report was received and ordered to be 





Reports were received from the delegates to the American Medical 
Association, which recently met at St. Louis, and the Medical Society 
uf New Jersey, and were accepted. 

On motion the following preamble and resolutions were adopted :— 

Wuenreas, the Medical Bociety of the State of New Jersey recom- 
mends to the several district Medical Societies, that their members adopt 
the plan of.presenting their accounts for medical services rendered at 
the close of each case of sickness, or on the first of the following month, 

Resolved, That the “ District Medical Society for the County of Cam- 
den,” recommend their members to adopt the plan proposed by the 
as Society. 4 br the 2 

solved, That the following “ rates of charge” agreed upon by e- 
dical Society of New Jersey, Sor the government of its members, be adopt- 
ed by this District Society :— 

Each visit, - - - - = $0.50 to $1.00 
« at night, - «+ + $1.50 to $2.00 
52 
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In both instances, where the distance exceeds a mile, mileage to be 
added, at the rate of 25 cents per mile. 

Every visit and opinion by the consulted —— or Surgeon, ex- 
clusive of traveling fees, $8 to $5. 

Obstetric cases, from $5 to $20. 

Extra services to be charged for according to circumstances. Where 
medicine is furnished, to be charged for according to the established rates. 

Resolved, That this preamble and vadbetieds be printed in the coun- 
ty — for three weeks. 

n motion, Drs. G. R. Bartholomew, of Haddonfield, and R. C. Dean, 
of Camden, were elected members of this Society. 

Drs. Isaac 8. Mulford, and A. D. Woodruff, were appointed delegates to 
the American Medical Convention, to meet in Philadelphia in May next, 
and Drs. J. V. Schenck, G. R. Bartholomew, R. C. Dean, and C. D. Hen- 
dry, were elected Delegates to the State Society. 

i this stage of the preceedings the Society adjourned for dinner, 
and, after reese of a sumptuous repast, the meeting was reorgani- 
zed, when Dr. © D Hendry, t yt a g and took the 
chair, and the Society proceeded to the election of officers for the ensu- 


ing yoar, with the following result: 
t, Dr. A. D. Woodruff; Vice-President, Dr. J. V. Schenck ; 
and Treasurer; Dr. Thomas F. Cullen; Standing Committee, 
Drs. Isaac S. Mulford, John W. Snowden, and RK. M. Cooper. 
On motion, adjourned, to meet in Camden on the third ore in 
May, 1855. 








Hudson Cownty— Special Meeting, May 10, 1854.—Present, Drs. 
Varick, Cornelison, Thomson, Dummer and Reeve. 
The ‘Bociety was called to order by the Vice-President, Dr. Varick, 
tae we rath pm ag ree ded for the f electing Dr. 
motion, the were n or the purpose o 
Reeve a member of the Society. . 
Moved a Thomson, seconded Dr. Cornelison, and Resolved, that 


Dr. D. L. Reeve be elected a member of this Society. 

An Essay on the “ Physiology of Digestion’ was then read by Dr. 
Thomson, followed by an Essay on “ Intestinal Irritation,” by 
Dr. Varick. 


On motion, it was Fesolved, that the thanks of the Society be present- 
ed to the above named gentlemen, and that a copy of pen Gyr be 
furnished to the Secre Aas forwarded to the “NEw poten EDI- 
caL Reporter” for publi 

On motion, it was Resolved, ‘that the By-laws be amended, so that re- 
gular quarterly meetings may "be held. 

By amendment, the times of meeting were set as follows: the second 
Wednesdays of May, August, November, and February. 

The semi-annual dues were then 

On motion, it was Resolved, that absent members be fined fifty cents 

On motion, Resolved, that Essayists be appointed for the next meeting. 

On balloting, Drs. Condict and Dummer were elected. 
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Dr. Burrows was then proposed for membership, and the meeting 
adjourned. J. H. VONDY, Secretary. 


Regular Quarterly Meeting, August 9, 1854.—Present, Drs. Cook, Va- 
rick, Culver, Cornelison, Dummer, Reeve, and Vondy. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and adopted. 

On motion, it was Resolved, that Dr. Burrows be notified to hand in 
his credentials for ee at the next meeting. 

On motion, it was Resolved, that in case of a quorum not being pre- 
sent at any future meeting, absent members be fined one dollar each. 

Dr. Dummer then read a description of the effects of “Cannabis Sativa” 
as experienced by himself. A copy was requested for publication in 
the New Jersey Mepicat Reporter. 

Drs. Culver and Vondy were then elected Essayists for the next 
meeting, and on motion it was 

Resolved, That in future all those who may be appointed Essayists, 
be present with a copy of their Essay, or in case of unavoidable absence, 
they may send a copy thereof to the meeting of the Society, for which 
they were coos on pain of oe hay aren to a fine of five dollars, 

t was then on motion Resolved, e Secretary of the Society no- 

tify Dr. A. A. Lutkins, that he may sign the Constitution and By-laws, 
and comply with the rules of the Society on pain of suspension from 
membership. 

The meeting then adjourned till the 2d Wednesday of November. 


J. H. VONDY, Secretary. 


Mercer County.—The District Medical — the County of Mer- 
cer, met at Temperance Hall, Trenton, on Tu i July 8, 1854. 

Members present, Drs. W. W. L. Phillips, J. H. Phillips, Robbins, 
Woolverton, Johnston. 

The President, Dr. W. W. L. Phillips, in the Chair. 

Dr. T. J. Corson, late of Morrisville, was present, and was invited to 
participate in the proceedings. 

Dr. J. H. Phillips re some interesting Obstetrical cases. 

Dr. Robbins reported a case of Constipation, which resulted fatally. 
Post mortem examination revealed a iar mal-formation of the colon, 
which was completely filled with hardened fweces, and entire absence of 
uterus, ovaries and vagina, 

Dr. J. H. Phillips read an Essay on Cholera. 

Dr. Woolverton related a case of Rheumatism in a violinist, whose joints 
and muscles requisite in playing were not affected by the inflammation. 

Dr. Corson related a case of Rheumatism complicated with hsemate- 
mesis, in a boy, which terminated fatally. , 

Dr. Woolverton was appointed Essayist for next meeting. 

Subject for discussion continued, viz : “Disturbance of nerve-function.” 

The following amendment to the by-laws was po :—“ And it 
shall be the duty of the President on retiring from to address the 


Society.” 
The Society then adjourned. JOHN A. JOHNSTON, Sec’y. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES, 


Hanp Book or Cuemistay, Theoretical, Practical, and Technical. 
By F. A. Aset, Professor of Chemistry at the Royal Military Acade- 
my, Woolwich, and Assistant Teacher of Chemistry at St. Bartholo- 
mew’s may and C. L. BroxmaM, formerly first Assistant to the 
Royal College of Chemistry, with a preface by Dr Hofmann; and 
numerous illustrations on wood, pp. 681. Philadelphia: Blanchard 
& Lea. 1854. : 

The medical and seientifie public are not a little indebted to the en- 
terprising house of Blanchard and Lea, for a large number of reprints 
of valuable foreign works, which would not otherwise be accessible to 
students, on this side of the Atlantic. The work before us is one of 
this class. The department of Chemistry has undergone many impor- 
tant changes within the past few years, and its literature seems to have 
increased in a corresponding ratio. Scarcely any of the seiences has 
produced so many, and so extensive works: so rapid are the discoveries 
in chemical science, especially in organic chemistry, that an author 
scarcely has time to put his book in print, before some of its facts are 
set aside, and some of its conclusions superceded, and henee the necessi- 
ty of new works on chemistry, to keep pace with the advancement of 
knowledge in its several departments. Indeed to present a treatise on 
chemistry, which should comprehend all its known facts, and develop 
all its theories, would be found an undertaking scarcely within the scope 
of any one chemist. In the ease of the late Gmelin who has made the 
most saccessful effort in that direction, since the prodigious advances re- 
ferred to, we have a melancholy instance of a great labor, arrested in its 
course by the unsparipg hand of death. 

The Hand-book of Abe] and Bloxham, does not aim to be a complete 
treatise, so much as a practical guide to laboratory practice. Its value 
consists in combining a general description of important elementary and 
compound substances, from the inorganic and mineral kingdom, with 
such practical hints on analysis as will enable the student whose chemi- 
eal education may have been previously limited, to comprehend, and 
even practice this most important department of the science. To those 
acquainted with the diffieulties attendant on analytical investigations, we 
need hardly say the task assumed by our authors is a most difficult one 
—<«nalysis, while it is the most useful, is also the mast. di#fE-r™ on ¥-- 
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tion of chemical knowledge. It is not acquired without practical in- 
struction, nor can any one become successful in it, without a thorough 
knowledge of chemical laws. To aid in overcoming difficulties of stu- 
dents, the authors have had the advantages of some years experience in 
the laboratory of Dr. Hofmann, both as pupils and assistants, and ap- 
pear to have availed themselves of all the advantages of their position. 
Their book is a good practical chemistry, an? should be placed on the 
shelf of practical chemists and analysists generally. E..P. 





A Usrversat Formvutary, Containing the methods of preparing and 
administering officinal and other medicines: the whole adapted to 
Physicians and Pharmaceutists, By R. Eaotrsrieiy Grirrits, M. 
D. A new edition, carefully revised, and much extended by Roperr 
P. Tuomas, M. D., with illustrations. Blanchard & Lea, 1854. 


The book before us gives evidence of great industry and research on 
the part of its author, and of zealous editorial revision. With its index 
it covers six hundred and fifty-one pages, and may be regarded as an 
excellent book, of its kind, full and complete in its matter, and careful 
in its arrangement; and yet its kind, is to us, its objectionable feature. 
For the physician it furnishes not much more than an abundant collec- 
tion of a variety of prescriptions and formule, which as a general rule, 
he is better without. If he is careless, and disposed to routine, and sat- 
isfied with the dictum of an author, however wise or the reverse, he 
may know not, he may find much material in this book, and many good 
prescriptions, and excellent suggestions, that will save him the thinking, 
and as he may guess, divide with him the responsibility. It is capital 
for the apothecary, who may prescribe for the sick by its direction, and 
eompound useful formule for his shelves, and fancy cases, and make 
himself appear quite a Doctor, by the readiness with which he offers 
advice gathered from its pages. Such are the abuses to which books of 
this kind are liable, and hence their multiplication is not desirable. The 
work itself however, has its merit. Some of its prescriptions have their 
value, and to the student the chapter on “ officinal preparations, and 
directions” is very important. ; 

Had the “ Index to diseases, and their remedies,” been omitted, we 
should place more value upon the book, than with it, simply for the 
reason, that it is a strong tempter to empiricism. But like the old Par- 
son who saw a strange admixture of good and evil in the character of 
his parishioner, over whose grave he was trying to pronounce an eulogy, 
we may come to our “finally” and say; “What’er is good in the 
(book) that do, and what’er is not good, that do not.” 
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CurnicaL Lecrunrs oN PutmMonary Consumption. By THEopui- 
Lus Tuompson, M. D., F. R. S. Fellow of the Royal College of 
Physicians, London, Physician to the wrens for Consumption and 
Diseases of the Chest, author of Annals of Influenza, pre for the 
— Society, &. &c. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 


The modest volume introduced to the professional public with the 
foregoing title, is but another evidence of the remarkable progress that 
has been made within the last quarter of a century, in the diagnosis and 
treatment of thoracic disease. Dr. Thompson has had ample opportuni- 
ty for observation, in his hospital connection, and as he has observed 
critically, the result of his experience is in some respects peculiarly in- 
teresting. In Lecture X, reference is made to the fact, that the intro- 
duction of some poisons into the system, is manifested at the dental 
edges of the gums, by a characteristic streak or margin: and he sug- 
gests that the morbific poison changing the quality and quantity of the 
blood, in some diseaves may possibly produce a characteristic mark in 
the same portion of the mucous membrane. “ Considerable attention to 
this inquiry has impressed me with the conviction of the frequent exist- 
ence, in consumptive subjects, of a mark at the reflected edge of the 
gums, usually deeper in color than the adjoining surface, and producing 
a festooned appearance, by the accuracy with the curve of the gingival 
margin ; this mark is in some persons a mere streak ; in others, a mar- 
gin, sometimes more than a line in breadth. In the most decided cases, 
this margin is of a vermillion tint, inclining to lake. * * Asa gen- 
eral rule, the line is most distinct around the incisor teeth, but is fre- 
quently apparent also round the molars. I am not without suspicion 
that the form of the mouth influences the direction in which the mar- 
gin is most obvious, patients with a long upper lip, applied closely over 
the jaw, often presenting around the incisors either no line, or one only 
slightly marked, whilst around the canine teeth the margin is well de- 
lineated. In toothless individuals, when the gums smoothly cover the 
sockets, no mark is observable, but when imperfect stumps remaining, 
prevent the smooth adjustment of the surface, the streak is found.” 

This gingival streak is not always present in consumption, and its ab- 
sence is regarded as a favorable circumstance, When it is strongly 
marked, there is often hypertrophy of the border of the gum, suggest- 
ing an analogy to the tightened skin about the nails in clubbed fingers. 
“Of thirty-eight men lately examined in reference to this analogy, 
twenty-three had the fingers more or less clubbed, and none in whom 
this appearance was obvious, were free from the margin on the gums.” 
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These extracts are exhibited to give an idea of the critical manner in 
which the subject is investigated, and to incite an interest in it. We 
have been profited by a perusal of the book, and hence are free to invite 
our readers to do likewise. 





A CurntcaL InrropucTion TO THE PRacTIcE oF AUSCULTATION, 
and other modes of Physical Diagnosis, in diseases of the Lungs and 
Heart. By H. M. Huaues, M. D., Fellow of the Royal College of 
Physicians, assistant Physician to Guy’s Hospital, &e. Second Amer- 
ican, from the second, and revised English Edition. Blanchard and 
Lea, 1854. 

It is gratifying to find the facilities for studying the physical signs of 
disease, by auscultation, &c., increasing, as they are, by the contribu- 
tions of men, experienced in this department of science, to the medical 
literature of the day. Dr. Hughes has prepared his book for students, 
“ whether old or young,” and has written it in a plain, colloquial style. 
He first gives directions as to the demeanor of the examiner, and his 
qualifications ; the position of the patient, the regional divisions of the 
chest, and defines the different modes of exploration. Of these he has 
six, which are presented in order, as follows: Inspection or ocular ex- 
amination—Palpation, or manual examination—Percussion, or examina- 
tion by striking—Auscultation, or examination by the ear—Mensura- 
tion, or examination by admeasurement, and Succussion, or examination 
by shaking. The chapters on these several modes, are of course devo- 
ted to a full history of their performance, and of the variety of divisions 
of which they are susceptible; and the sounds, rattles, tinklings, rub- 
bings, rustlings, vibrations, cracklings, crepitations, impulses, murmurs, 
and breathings, in health, and disease, are described with a minuteness 
and apparent accuracy, which indicates a degree of observation, and 
care, that inspires confidence in the author, and entitles his views to re- 
spect. The work contains about three hundred small 8vo. pages, and is 
well worth attentive reading. 





The Pathology and Treatment of PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS; and 
on the Local medication of Pharyngeal and Laryngeal diseases, fre- 
uently mistaken for, or associated with Phthisis. By Joan Hucues 
enNeETT, M. D., F. R.8. E., &., &. Philadelphia: Blanchard & 


Lea, 1854. Pp. 130. 

In 1832 the civilized world was started by an invasion into eastern 
Europe from the adjacent Asiatic countries, more terrible in its results 
than were the ravages of Huns, Honveds, and Heruli, Goths, Vikings 
and Vandals of the earlier centuries of the Christian era. The Asiatic 








i: 


412 BiBLaoGRAPHICAL Notices. (Surr. 


Cholera swept over Europe and America, decimating cities, towns, and 
villages, and spreading consternation on every hand. Towns were deserted, 
strict quarantine regulations were instituted, boards of health appointed, 
sanitary measures adopted, and the God of Heaven implored, in fastings 
and prayers, to stay the pestilence. Four several times has this scourge 
visited the civilized world, and then subsided for a series of years. Pro- 
perly enough it has been made the subject of study and observation by 
pathologists and practitioners thtoughout the world, and their labors 
have not been without good results. 

Yet there is a disease which has insidiously enthroned itself in every 
house in christendom, demanding as a yearly sacrifice, an average of one 
from every family,” selected from among the fairest and most gifted of 
every household! Statisties shew that one-seventh to one-fourth of the 
deaths that occur in civilized countries are caused by consumption! 
And yet the medical profession manifest a strange apathy in regard to 
this disease. They seem to take it for granted, that when once mani- 
fested, it is necessarily fatal, and that remedies, other than palliatives, are 
eoslons A learned uiiecy Commission, in their report to the Massa- 
chusetts Legislature in 1850, says—“TIf that disease (Consumption,) is 
ever to be eradicated or ameliorated, it can only be done by preventive 
means, and not by cure.” And they quote the language of an eminent 
professional man—the late Dr. Fisher of Boston—who says—“ No reme- 
dial agent has ever yet been, and probably never will be discovered, 
which will cure the malady when once developed in the lungs.” Buta 
brighter day is dawning for the consumptive. Noble spirits are inves- 
tigating the causes, pathology and treatment of consumption. The past 
few years have witnessed a complete revolution in the opinions of many 
eminent medical men as to the efficacy of remedies in the disease. 

This change of opinion has been brought about by the aid of auscul- 
tation and percussion, in establishing a correct pathology, and by the 
proper application of remedies. The ground of this change is becoming 
day by day more patent, as statistics show. According to Dr. Wood of 
Philadelphia, since the introduction of cod-liver oil, the number of 
deaths by consumption, in the principal cities of the United States, has 
diminished from 14.8 to 12 per cent. 

It falls to our lot to notice two works, this month, devoted to a consid- 
eration of the subject before us. We have been very much profited by 
s perusal of Dr. Bennett’s work. No one can read his admirable trea- 
tise and not be convinced that consumption is curable even in its ad- 
vanced stages. According to Dr. B. “the great obstacle the practitioner 
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has to contend with are the dyspeptic symptoms, which rendef all his 
efforts at nourishing the patient in the ordinary way, useless.” 

The treatment he recommends is analeptic, and the chief agent he em- 
ploys cod-liver oil, close attention being paid to the assimilative func- 
tions, to which end minute directions are given. The general treatment 
is based upon the following pathological propositions— 

“1, That tubercular diseases will heal of themselves, if we can support the nutrition 
of the system. 

2. That, with this view, our efforts should rather be directed to the digestive than to 
abe pulmonary system; and, 

3. That the kind of morbid nutrition which exists is excess of albuminous, and defi- 
ciency of the fatty element, in the chyle. The kind of treatment applicable to correct 
both the lesion of the blood, as well as of the subsequent tubercular deposits, is not 
tonic, stimulating, or antiphlogistic, but truly analeptic or reparative, and directed to 
tbe supply of those elements of nutrition which pathology indicates are deficient in 
this class of diseases.” 

We hope the medical profession will arouse themselves to a sense of 
the importance of studying this disease more, and to this end would 
heartily recommend to them this little work of Dr. Bennett. On be- 
half of our readers we beg the publishers to accept our thanks for 
re-producing the work in this eountry. 8. W. B. 
The Modern Treatment of Syputtitic Diszases, both Primary and 

Secondary, comprising the Treatment of Constitutional and confirmed 

Syphilis, by a safe and successful |; with numerous Cases, For- 

mul, and Clinical observations. By LANGsToN PARKER, Surgeon 

to the Queen’s Hospital, Birmingham. From the third and entirely 
re-written London edition. pp, 316. Philadelphia, Blanchard and 

Lea, 1854. 

The publishers, Blanchard and Lea, of Philadelphia, have here given 
us a comprehensive work on the subject of syphilitic disease, well adapt- 
ed to the wants, especially of country practitioners, who have but occa- 
sional need of referring to such a work. The author brings to his aid 
an experience of nearly twenty years of practice in his specialty, duri 
which period he has, besides the extended field of re 
by a large hospital practice, personally treated more cases. 

Vecutal aol mealies whe danoncndaianiaie as to be pestered with 
syphilitic cases, would do well to have the above work on their shelves. 
8. W. B. . 


*.* We have just received ftom the publishers, 8. 8. & W. Wood, 
New York, two works on Insanity, by Pliny Earle, M. D., which will 
be more fully noticed in our next. 

53 
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EDITORIAL. 


PHILADELPHIA, AND HER MEDICAL SCHOOLS. 


The central location of Philadelphia, and the superior advantages she 
offers, combined with other causes, have long made that city a favorite 
place of resort for medical students from all parts of the country. Ex- 
perience in teaching, together with the policy she has ever pursued, of 
inviting to her vacant chairs men of talent from various sections of the ~ 
Union, give her professors high character and influence. The demand 
for student accommodation has increased rapidly of late, causing a cor- 
responding increase in the number of her schools. 

As a source of income to the city, these schools are of great importance. 
For the past few years the number of medical students who haye annually 
visited Philadelphia, has been from twelve to fifteen hundred, whose direct 
expenditure in the city is not far from $700,000. The citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia should therefore cherish these institutions, and give them every 
pors ble advantage, that superior opportunities may be offered to students. 
To this end, we trust that the effort that is now making to open Blockley 
Hospital to Clinical instruction will be successful. 

There are four chartered schools in Philadelphia. The University of 
Pennsylvania—the pioneer medical school of the country,—and the Je/- 
ferson Medical College, have from four to six hundred students each, 
every winter. The course of instruction in these institutions is thorough, 
and the professors are able and popular men. The influence exerted by 
thom is immense, and we trust that they will use it to elevate 
the character of the profession. 

The Medical Department of Pennsylvania College is the third school 
in respect to age. Its professors are young and énergetic, and they are 
all men of acknowledged ability, both as practitioners, and as instruc- 
tors. There has recently been a change in the faculty, by which David 
Gilbert, M. D., one of the old faculty, has been transferred to the chair 
of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children, recently occupied 
by Jobn Wiltbank, M. D., and Alfred Stillé, M. D. has been elected to 
the chair of Theory and Practice recently filled by William Darrach, M.D., 
and John Neill, M. D., fills the chair of Prineiples and Practice of 
Surgery, left vacant by Dr Gilbert. 
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The fourth school is the Philadelphia College of Medicine, which 
was started a few years ago, and has been until recently, under a cloud. 
The old faculty however, having broken down and been disbanded, the 
school has been entirely reorganized on a respectable footing, retaining 
nothing of the old order of things but the name, which could not be 
changed without altering the charter. 

Among the new Professors our readers will observe the name of our 
confrére, Joseph Parrish, M. D., who occupies the chair of Obstetrics 
and Diseases of Women and Children. It is the intention of the facul- 
ty, as may be seen in their announcement, to offer students superior 
practical advantages which will be of great importance to them. 

It is matter of rejoicing that al/ the medical schools of Philadelphia 
now stand on respectable ground, and we trust that they will all strive 
to maintain unsullied, the character and good name of the profession. 
If they do not, they may rest assured that the Rerorrer will not spare 
them, for we shall ever hold ourselves aloof from fraternizing with any 
school or clique. 

In the above notice we have said nothing of the private medical 
schools, of which there are a number, training Students and Professors 


for the chartered schools. 
In a future number, we propose noticing the schools of New York City. 





PROFESSOR GIBSON. 

This veteran professor of Surgery in the University of Pennsylvania, 
we understand contemplates resigning his chair, to take effect after next 
spring. It is said that he proposes going to Europe to spend the remain- 
der of his days. We do not see why he should end his days among 
strangers, when all his well-earned fame as a Surgeon and Teacher was 
acquired in his native land. 

Who Dr. Gibson's suecessor will be, we are not informed, but have 
heard the name of a distinguished Surgeon and Teacher in a Southern 
College mentioned, as likely to be the choice of the Trustees. There 
are, we have reason to believe, a number of Surgeons in Philadelphia 
who are aspiring to the chair. Why not have a sort of concours as is 
the custom in France, when a chair in one of our Colleges is to be filled ? 


ENCOURAGEMENT. 
Amid the labor, toil, and many discouragements incident to our posi- 
tion, it is particularly refreshing to receive material evidence that those 
labors are appreciated by any considerable number of our professional 
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brethren. Such has been the case the past few weeks, as we have 
received quite a number of accessions to our subscription list, many 
of them being from the New England states, from which source we have 
to acknowledge the reception of numerous favors the past year. 

Some valuable series of papers are in course of publication in the Rz- 
PORTER, which commenced with the current volume, either one of which, 
as well as the portraits with whieh it is embellished, is worth the price 
of subscription. Our expenses this year, have been very heavy, and we 
trust our friends will aid us all they can, by endeavoring to extend our 
subscription list. We have on hand a few complete sets of the current 
volume. It is in contemplation te introduce further improvements into 
the next volume which commences with January next. 





HYDRANGEA ARBORESCENS. 


In the Reporter for Oct. 1850, we called the attention of the pro- 
fession to the Hydrangea Arborescens, proposed as a new remedy for a 
distressing complaint—Lvithiasis. Since that time the remedy has been 
tried by several physicians, but we have been unable until recently, to 
procure facts sufficient to warrant us in recalling the attention of the 
profession to it. Although some members of the profession have made 
trial of the Hydrangea, we feel that it has not as yet attracted the atten- 
tion it merits. The few facts that have come to our knowledge since 
the publication of our essay in 1850, only eonfirm us in the opinion that 
we then advanced, viz: that it is “capable of removing, by its own spe- 
cific action on the bladder, any sabulous or gravelly deposits that may 
be contained in that viscus, not too large to pass the urethra.” If this is 
true, our readers can easily see that it is a remedy of no small impor- 
tance, and well worthy their attention. In our former paper we gave 
an imperfect detail of four cases, and our friend, Dr. Atlee, of Philadel- 
phia, in an article in the present number of the Reporter, has beer 
kind enough to giveus a detail of his experience in the use of the re- 
medy. Premising that we have only recommended the Hydrangea in 
cases of gravelly or sabulous deposits, it will be observed that in Dr. At- 
lee’s cases, in the very ones in which it was at all likely to prove bene- 
ficial, it gave more or less satisfaction, as in cases 1, 2,6,and9. In 
these cases the results seem to have been positive. The negative results 
in cases 3, 7, and 8, strengthen the evidence in favor of the Hydrangea. 
In case 10 the Hydrangea seems to have been used without benefit, 
where it was perhaps reasonable to have expected some amelioration 
from its employment. 
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We are under great obligations to Dr. Atlee for the result of his in- 
vestigations, whether negative or positive, and hope he and others will 
continue to investigate the virtues of the Hydrangea as opportunity of- 
fers. It has been used by a number of our friends in urinary com- 
plaints, not of a strictly lithiac character, as in what is popularly term- 
ed “gravel”—and in irritation of the bladder in old people, &c. In 
some such cases it has seemed to be beneficial; but what we wish parti- 
cularly to be observed by the profession is, its effects where there are 
sabulous and gravelly deposits. Of course it cannot remove a stone, 
though we believe it will prevent the formation of a stone by removing 
sabulous and gravelly deposits, before they have become too large to 
pass the urethra. 

Casz.—We have had but one case in which to test the remedy. Mrs. 
A. G. B., wt 25. We were first called to see her in attacks of undoubt- 
ed gravel, several times during the latter part of 1850, and earlier part 
of 1851. Not having any of the Hydrangea at the time, we treated her 
on general principles, and she was relieved of her intense suffering only 
when relieved of the calculus. As soon as we could procure some of 
the syrup of Hydrangea, we furnished her with it, and she never again 
had occasion to call upon us. We saw her recently, and she informed 
us that the medicine had “cured” her, having brought away immense 
quantities of sabulous and gravelly deposit. She is under the impres- 
sion that it broke the calculi down, but we doubt whethey, it is capable 
of doing that. 

The Hydrangea root is kept by some of the druggists of Philadelphia. 
D. and E, Parrish have prepared a fluid extract, which they think con- 
tains the active principles of the remedy, and is the form in which it 
was employed by Dr. Atlee and myself. Mr. Joseph Laidley, now of 
Richmond, Va. published an analysis of it in the American Journal of 
Pharmacy, some two years since. 

The form in which the Hydrangea is used by my father, who first call- 
ed my attention to it, is a syrup made as follows: 

BR Fresh root of Hydrangea, 2lbs. 
Water, ts. 
Boil down to two quarts, strain, and add one quart of honey, and boil 
down to one quart. Dose—a tea-spoonful twice or three times a day. 
“T have tried a table spoonful, but it produced vertigo.” 

We hope the profession will investigate the virtues of this plant, and 
record them in some of the numerous Journals of the country. We 
would be pleased at any time to hear from any who have used it. 

8. W. B. 
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ECLECTIC AND SUMMARY DEPARTMENT. 





Salts of Manganese in Chlorosis—In the “Reportoire de Pharmacie,” Dr. Hannon re- 
commends the use of Salts of Manganese in Chlorosis. His words in reference to this 
subject are as follows :—* Salts of Manganese have hitherto not been tried in practice, 
though in my opinion they deserve as much attention as Salts of Iron, and I have 
often met with cases, where Manganese has succeeded in affecting a cure, when Jron 
had failed. If Iron does not cure the patient, it is very apt to do mischief, because 
the blood corpuscles become overloaded with Iron, so as to render them unfit to ab- 
sorb other materials, while the digestive apparatus is often obstructed by the continued 
use of Iron remedies.” In this case Dr. Hannon supposes the blood to be deficient ‘in 
Manganese, and remarks that by the administration of Salts of Manganese the Chio- 
rosis “disappears as if by magic.” This theory Dr. H. further adds, is founded upon 
the observation of Dr. Miller, that Iron and Manganese are simultaneous constituents 
of the blood, and both present abnormally small proportions in Chlorosis. Dr. Han- 
non takes the Oxide of Manganese as the base of his preparations, and enumerates 
the Sulphate, Tartrate, Carbonate, Phosphate and Malate of M., which may be admin- 
istered in the form of Syrup, Pills or Pastilles. The Malate of the Oxide of Manga- 
nese is administered by the author in combination with quinia, viz: 

R. Malate of Manganese, 
Sulph. Quinie, ana. gr. xv, 
Syrup. Commun. q. s. 

Ut, ft. Pil. No. x. 


One pill to be given every morning, noon and night. The Malate of Manganese is 
obtained by treating Carbonate of Manganese with concentrated malic Acid.—(Trans- 
lated from the German, for the N. J. Med. Rep. by Ch. F. J. Lehlbach.) 


Sulphuric Ec and Chloroform—Sulphuric Ether in the form of an enema (from 


Dii. to Ziii. to 10 ounces of water) acts very advantageously in different neuralgic 
difficulties, without producing Anmsthesia. Its Anodyne effect is produced in 10—15 
minutes, and continues for hours, or even days, but becomes less powerful the oftener 
it is resorted to. A complete cure could of course not be expected from this agent. 
Injurious results have never been observed to take place after the administration of 
the remedy. 

Professor Pirogoff in Petersburg reports several cases of Cholera where Etheriza- 
tion per anum was attended with happy results in the large Hospital at Temer.—Khah- 
Chaura in the Kankasus. (Zeitsch. fuer d. ges. M.) 

Chloroform Ointment is prepared according to the “Journal de Pharmacie,” in thé 
following manner :—Mix in a mortar 60 drops of Chloroform with one ounce of lard 
or Cerat. simp. It may be applied in the form of friction to the painful part 3 or 4 times 
daily —The ointment should be excluded from light as much as possible.—(Translated 
by Ch. F. J. Lehlbach.) 


Remarkable Operation for Exostosis of the Orlnt-—One of the most remarkable opera- 
tions performed recently by M. Maisonneuve was that performed the i4th July last 
foran exostosis of the orbit of the eye. The patient was aged 22, and of robust health. 
The disease had grown rapidly, and when he presented himself to M. Maisonneuve, 
the eye was carried almost out of its orbit and turned outwards, while at the internal 
angle the tumour could be felt, perfectly hard, and free from pain on pressure. The. 
surgeon quickly diagnosed the case as one of exostosis of the internal wall of the orbit. 
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The di had b insupportable to the patient from the constant dull pain and 
impairment of sight which he experienced, and he desired its removal. The patient, 
having been submitted to the influence of Chloroform, the surgeon, by a semi-circular 
incision, cut round all the internal part of the circumference of the orbit, commencing 
above the eye-brow. The soft parts were then dissected from the bone, so that the 
periosteum comprised in the flap brought with it the orbicular muscle, as well as the 
pulley of the orbit. The now entirely out of the orbit, hung on the cheek. This 
rapid dissection uncovered all the external part of the tumor and a part of the internal 
face incrusted in the internal wail of the orbit; it filled more than two-thirds of the or- 
bital cavity. Its base showed no contraction, and seemed to continue itself not only 
with the internal orbital wall, but also with the superior and inferior walls. Its 
rior extremity was situated too deep to be circumscribed. Its anterior only, of- 
fered a salient, knobbed surface on which the surgeon could operate. He attempted 
first to operate on the tumour with the saw a molette of Charriere, that of Martin, &c., 
but the narrowness of the cavity would not permit him to make use of these instru- 
ments. He then tried the forceps of Liston, but the tissue of the tumor was so hard 
and compact, that this instrument, notwithstanding the strongest efforts, made no im- 
pression whatever. More than half an hour passed in these fruitless efforts, 
twice Liston’s forceps broke under the combined efforts of the surgeon and 
two assistants. Another pair of forceps furnished by M. Charriere, who was 
oe at the operation, also broke. Convinced that he could effect nothing by 
astruments of this kind, the surgeon sent for a cold chisel and mallet. For some time 
the tumour resisted even these; but finally, after many efforts, a knob the size of a 
hazlenut was detached, and thrown, by the force with which it was struck, across the 
room. The result, in appearance trifling, was, however, the circumstance which de- 
cided the success of the operation : for, behind this knob the tumour presented a . 
or groove, at the bottom of which the osseous tissue possessed a less density. 
chisel, violently thrust forward by the mallet, penetrated a certain depth, and soon the 
surgeon found that the tamor had become moveable. This mobility, however, was 
very indistinct, for an attentive examination was necessary to establish positively its 
existence. It seemed, now that the tumour was mobile, that the desired end was ac- 
complisbed ; but it was not till after long and laborious efforts, by means of levers of 
all sorts, by a crow, &c., that at last the osseous mass was disengaged in a whole 
block, By carrying the finger into the deep excavation lefi by the removal of the tu- 
mor, it was digcovered, not without surprise, that the interior of this excavation was 
perfectly smooth, and lined with a sort of velvety membrane. No apparant commu- 
nication existed either with the maxiliary sinus or with the nasal passages. 
Throughout this difficult operation, and notwithstanding the enormous tumour filled 
nearly the entire cavity of the orbit, the eye had not been bruised in the slightest de- 
gree ; the neighboring bones of the tumor had been scrupulously guarded, so that the 
pugoes did not fear, after replacing the eye, to bring the edges of the wound together 
with the twisted suture, in order to procure adhesion by the first intention. The op- 
eration lasted an hour and a half; the patient several times awakened from the an- 
esthetic state, and mp was plunged intoit. Contrary to what was feared, no grave ac- 
cident followed, neither on the part of the brain, nor from the bottom of the orbit, nor 
from the eye itself. The eye, replaced in its position, almost immediately resumed its 
functions; its movements have been perfectly preserved; the wound united by the 
first intention, and the traumatic fever was scarcely worth mention. The patient, pre- 
sented to the Academy of Medicine in August, was in such a condition that one 
would hesitate to say on which eye the had been practiced. The cicatrix 


——__ ible ; the eye, perfectly like other, presenis not the least deviation; it 
executes all its movements win Aastenadee yeli ) i ii 


rior border, over an extent of two centimetres.—N. Y. Medical Times 


Styptic Balsam. By James Warzen, M. D.—Mr. Editor —With a view to a more 
extensive publicity to the above named re than I have been able to give by pri- 
vate means, [ avail myself of your journal for that purpose. 

It is nearly a since | commenced the use of this balsam as a styptic, in the 
various forms of hemorrhage which are within the domain of medical pathology, and 
with uniform success. 
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I am satisfied that no remedy now known exerts a more specific power and more 
speedy relief, especially in haemoptysis, haematemesis, epistaxis and 

It acts both by its ive power, in diminishing the force of the circulation, and by its 
astringent qualities, in contact with the bleeding vessels. In the treatment of hemor- 


Ordinary exercise in the open air is decidedly preferable to inaction, and wherever 
Oe ee has a exerted a 
prophylactic power when used ; an this early resort to the remedy, man 
radical cues have beer chested. E : ” " : 

The following is the formula and the method of using it. 

R Acid. Sulphuric, (by weight,) zv. 
Ol. Terekieth ad t 5 
Spts. Vin, Rect. aa 5i- 

Place the acid in a Wedgewood mortar, and add the turpentine slowly, stirring it 
constantly with the pestle ; then add the alcohol in the same manner, and continue 
stirring it until no more fumes arise, when it may be bottled, and should be 

Id 


pper. 
It should be pre from the purest materials, and when done, it shou 
dark but clear color, like dark blood ; but if it be a pale, dirty red, it will be unfit 
for use. The dose is 40 drops, and the method of using it as follows: 
Put @ teaspoonful of brown in a common sized tea-cup, and 
of the balsam until it is ly in ed, and 
the cup is nearly full, when it should be immediately swallowed. 
This dose may be repeated at intervals of an hour, unti 
taken, if necessary; and its use should be discontinued when fresh blood 
flow. After standing a few days, a pellicle forms upon the surface of the balsam, 
which should be broken, and the liquid below it used, It does not deteriorate by age, 
if tightly stopped —N. Y, Medical Times. 


Soothing ee i on sir—I beg eee you, for 
examination and trial, a specimen of a com: ich, on ac- 
count of ite very prompt and sovthing qualities, { have honored with the name of Le 
It is made by digesting a bar of fresh tu soap and four ounces of gum cam- 
pias toagabieeignsd Gnaubhaune qudmesaneieaitienen It is 
tled up while hot, and one drachm of chloroform added to every four ounces, set in a 
ausl plies, apd shaken occasionally while coagulating. 
The turpentine affords the best means, in my opinion, of a ing chloroform to the 
ekin, beoanee, by ks edhosivences tt holde thet veratile fluid and more firmly in 
contact with the surface thaa any other substance could do. 
oe eee ot ents & See Serene ae ee cover it im- 
mediately with a piece of good paper, which adheres firmly and juces a gentle 
burning, tingling sensation, ich, in ia, rheumatism, irri ity of the stomach, 
cramp cholic, §c., is perfectly delightful. 
Did | think more of money than of honce and bumenity, 1 might possibly make this 
compound avail me something. But since I do not wish to become a itor with 
all the host of pain-killers and extractors and eradicators in the country, you may, if 
you think it worthy of a trial by our noble profession, hand it cver to Prof. Dugas for 
publication in the Southern Med. and Surg. Journal. 

Very respectfully. TILMAN DOUGLASS, M.D. 


Treatment of Glet— The “Rep.de Pharmacie” recommends the following pre- 
scription as being very successful in gleets of long standing :—R. Pulv. secale cornut, 
jz4 Ferri sulphatis, gr.j.; camphoree, vanille. aa gr. ss. et divid. in chart. no. xx. 
one to be taken morning and evening.— Boston Journal. 








